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Rosa Belongs Here
The Sanctuary Movement is
growing again

Rosa Sabido has lived in the United States for more
than 30 years. Her parents, US citizens in Moctezu-
ma County, Colorado, needed care in their old age
and Rosa decided to try to stay and care for them.
After ICE denied her application to stay last May
11th, the community [of Mancos] and the United
Methodist Church there unanimously opened their
doors to Rosa and declared their church as a
sanctuary church. She has been a model citizen in
her community and up to that time had worked as
the secretary of the Catholic Church of Cortez.
On behalf of the HAP team, we want to thank the
community of Mancos and especially Pastor Craig
Paschal of the Methodist Church who said, upon
making the decision to become a sanctuary church
that the purpose was clear: "this is about our
community, our souls, what we believe in, and
how we want to live."
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More recently, Sandra Lopez, mother of 3 children
and an active member of the Coalition for Immi-
grant Rights of Colorado (CIRC), also decided to
seck protection from deportation with the help of
the Two Rivers Unitarian Universalist Church in
Carbondale. She is the fifth person in Colorado
seeking protection from deportation through the
Sanctuary Movement. Sandra has been a resident of
the Roaring Fork Valley for 16 years, and entered the
Church with her two-year old daughter in her arms.

To learn more about Rosa, go to
www.rosabelongshere.org
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A broken immigration system has prevented Rosa,
Sandra and thousands of immigrants from living their
lives in dignity and peace, even though they have
contributed their work and taxes to make our society
more diverse and our economy stronger

Picture above: Karen Sherman from CIRC, Rosa
Sabido, and Travis Custet, a leader from Mancos.
Next picture: Arteaga’s family, Grand Junction



http://www.rosabelongshere.org
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Manuel arrived in the United States 23 years ago. He left
his home country of El Salvador when he was a child. His
country had gone through 12 years of war and was beginning
to undergo another tragedy with the bandit gangs that had
emerged after the war.

Manuel barely remembers El Salvador. His whole life has
been here: his wife and children, his parents and brothers.
Over the past 20 years he has lived under the Temporary
Protected Status (TPS) program for El Salvador which was
created for Salvadorans in 1997. Manuel has renewed his
registration every 18 months at a cost of more than $1,000

for legal representation and quota charges imposed by the "My name is Andrea Martinez. Thanks to the
U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services (USCIS). DACA program, I have a job in a banking
The TPS has helped thousands of families stay together by agency. I came to the United States as a child
providing work permits and protection from deportation; like my sisters. My parents have been a hard-
nevertheless, the current Administration has cancelled the working model for me, and now we have an
programs for Haitians and Nicaraguans and is preparing to opportunity to help out with family expenses.
cancel those for all other Central American countries. Today,

an estimated 320,000 people, from 10 designated countries, The decision to cancel DACA doesn't make

are protected by their TPS status in the United States; more  gense. It will affect companies and businesses
than 90 percent of these individuals are from El Salvador, that have employed DACA youth. Thanks to
Honduras and Haiti. Various members of HAP are protected  thig opportunity to work, we are out of the
by their TPS status. They conttibute to the local and national  poverty, and we do not know what our future
economies, include among them thousands of child citizens will be like after this...."

of this country, and participate in the civil life of their
communities.

Defending Our Dreamers

“With HAP's support I was able to pay a very low cost
for the DACA application. I was very worried because
the lawyer charged $2,400 for their service. Fortunately,
HAP was able to assist us to renew the work permit
(DACA) on time. My family and I are ready to fight so
that the youth have the opportunity to study, work and
live here...”
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. . In record time, HAP helped 47 young people renew their
Report on the Immigration work permits (DACA) during the short window the current
Legal Assistance Program administration left between September 5 and October 5, the
date on which the program was unambiguously canceled.

The youth who were able to renew their DACA will only have
2 years before their work permits expire. We have also been
continuing to provide assistance to families seeking legal
orientation in regards to immigration and issues related to
work, civil law and local resources.

Photo: Gilberto Amaya with his family and Judge Gallagher at
the Naturalization Ceremony in Fruita on September 17. This
was part of 200 ceremonies throughout the country naturalizing
30,000 residents during the Hispanic Heritage Month.
Periodically, HAP collaborates with USCIS to organize these

ceremonies for Naturalization of New Americans.

Campaign Plans 2018

West Slope organizations met to discuss and
decide on the most important issues impact-
ing the immigrant community. Regional prior-
ities were taken to the state CIRC Assembly
to debate and vote on, together with over 70
organizations, the top two priorities.

The Assembly took place in Aurora, CO
October 13-15 with over 225 participants
from across the state. By majority vote, CIRC
will focus its statewide efforts on expanding
the current driver's licenses bill and to pass
(Values Act) policy that will draw a fine line
between collaboration between ICE and local
law enforcement. The coalition will continue
efforts to pass the Dream Act on the federal N—
level (( ot
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The delegation from the Western Colorado region included 22
leaders from HAP, Organizing for Action, Western Colorado
Congress, Companeros-Durango, and members of the Mancos
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The Mission: Keeping Families Together

Our allies have continued their training to be able to
respond as legal observers and documentors of abuses in

case of ICE raids.

Right: Robyn Cascade of Ridgway, Marketa Zubkova of

Gunnison and Karalyn Dorn of Palisade.

Following: Frances Bursch of Crested Butte and Richard

Hyland of Grad Junction.

HAP Receives the Community Service Award
from the Colorado Hispanic Bar Association

Every year, CHBA presents an award to individuals
and agencies who contribute positively to the
enrichment of the culture, history, values, and
leadership of Hispanic people in Colorado.

On this occasion, HAP was recognized for its
accomplishments, especially for the establishment
of the Immigration Legal Assistance Program and
advocacy for Migrant Workers with H-2A Visas.
Tom Acker and Ricardo Perez, President and
Executive Director, respectively, attended the
ceremony in Denver to receive the award in the
presence of more than 400 attendees.

“CHBA is celebrating 40 years, and this
recognition of HAP is one of the few awards
that has gone to an agency outside of the
Denver metropolitan area, and it demonstrates
that the contributions of HAP have a state-wide
effect,” said Ruth Mackey, president of CHBA.

In 2015 HAP won a federal victory to increase the
salary for migrant workers in the sheepherding in-
dustry, and currently the organization has presented
another lawsuit to improve the working conditions
and combat human trafficking.

Ricardo Perez and Tom Acker with Professor and Attorney
Roberto Ramirez, and Lauren Duke, Attorney from RMAIN
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HAP Presents the
Father John Kiernan Award

This past October 7th, HAP celebrated its anniversary
by presenting the Father John Kiernan award to
MarillacHealth and the professor Hilda Gonzales for
their incredible work with migrants in the Grand

Valley. They make a difference in the lives of many
families, and contribute to the integration of some
of the most disadvantaged groups in the community.
Photo to right: staff from MarillacHealth

Red de Colorado para Combatir el Trafico
The Hispanic Affairs Project is participating in Humano/Colorado Network to End Human
Colorado Gives Day. Trafficking (CONEHT) 1-866 / 455-5075
Together with hundreds of groups in Colorado, we aim
to promote philanthropy in our community.

If you think the work of HAP is important and has
an impact in the life of the community, make a

donation on December 5, or you can schedule your
gift as early as today. Visit www.coloradogives.org

The Community First Foundation will contribute so that
there will be no transaction fees for your donation.

Yes, I want to support HAP!

My donation is in honor to:

O $20 o $35 o $50 o $100 o Other $

I would like to contribute O $ Annually: 0% Quarterly 0$__ Twice ayear
Name:

Address:

Telephone: Email:

Your donation to HAP is tax-deductible
Make a check payable to Hispanic Affairs Project - 300 N. Cascade Avenue Suite C4 Montrose CO 81401




